Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul State, Brazil, November 2012: the closing assembly of the 10th Brazilian Congress of Collective Health passed a motion to hold the 11th edition of the congress, better known by the superlative nickname "Abrascão", in Goiânia, capital of the Cerrado (or savannah). Brazil's recent municipal election returns had already been announced and suggested an upsurge by the country's political Left. President Dilma Rousseff was halfway through her first term of office.
cations, veritable colloquiums of researchers, health professionals, and students. In a total of 479 sessions, 3,509 papers were presented, in addition to 60 courses and workshops.
We left this congress with renewed strength and energy, decisive for maintaining the founding principles of the Brazilian Unified National Health System (SUS) and strengthening the country's democracy.
The SUS has come under serious attack. The attackers wager on misinformation, the crisis, and the market's siren call in healthcare. They insist on medicalization as the source for new public and private financing.
The forums of the Abrasco have proven their capacity to exert decisive influence on health policies. During edition of our congress, held on the eve of the 15th National Health Conference, we gathered strength for this time of struggle and new democratic victories.
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